
Our 2023 mission was recently 
held at Las Pinas City Medical 
Center in southern Manila with 
an incredible team of volunteer 
surgeons, anaesthetists, dentists, 
nurses and speech pathologists 
from the Philippines, United King-
dom and United States. 43 children 
received life changing surgery 
and many more dental care and 
other pediatric medical services. 
Everyone who participated during 
the week could feel the joy of our 
volunteers both local and  
international, the majority of whom 
have been on previous missions, 
as they reunited with one another 

and with many of our little patients 
who have grown up so much in the 
past few years. We also welcomed 
new volunteers and of course many 
new little patients and their families 
looking to ORHA for support. The 
ORHA mission is not a one time 
experience for our volunteers nor 
is it a one time opportunity for our 
patients. Volunteers continue to 
contribute over the years and the 
local medical team throughout the 
year as well. This means that our 
patients are followed-up, monitored 
and provided with ongoing treat-
ment for their clefts as required.    
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The 2022-23 year has been busy and 
exciting for Operation Restore Hope 
Australia (ORHA) as the situation in 
health care around the world is settling 
into a new normal. Social distancing, 
mask wearing and Covid-19 testing 
might all seem a thing of the past in 
other areas of life but in medicine they 
have become standard. With these 
new safeguards in place and with the 
benefit of widespread vaccination, our 
work in the Philippines has been able 
to resume on all fronts including  
missions! 
Once again, thank you to our  
volunteers for their hard work and to 
our sponsors for their generosity! 
This support has allowed ORHA to go 
above and beyond as we continue to 
support children with severe cleft and 
craniofacial deformities in partnership 
with Dr. Taps Gurango. Our CCC 
(Continuing Cleft Care) program which 
launched last year has also continued 
and now incorporates social work 
assessments. ORHA is continuing to 
find ways to better support and provide 
ongoing care for the little patients in 
our programs. 

A Letter from  
Dr Hodgkinson

Missions are Back!
ORHA is very excited that we have been able to recommence our mission 
program in May this year having had to cancel our 2020 Mission and 
then not be permitted to schedule one in 2021 and 2022. 

ORHA founder 
Dr Darryl  

Hodgkinson
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Advanced Cleft &  
Craniofacial Program – 
Some familiar faces and 
some new ones too!

Right: Benedict aka “Dek Dek” age 4 on his 
first day of pre-school this year. 

Benedict came to us shortly after birth and 
has been a very special member of the ORHA/
MGCF family ever since.

Top right: Dek Dek as a baby.

The Advanced Cleft & Craniofacial Program working 
in conjunction with the Mijares Gurango Craniofacial 
Foundation (MGCF) had another busy year as we  
continue to care for our little patients with complex 
cleft and craniofacial issues.
We are pleased to see so many of the children in the 
program with what might seem insurmountable issues 
to most people going to school, socializing and claiming 
their place in society.
This is testament to the love and care given them by 
their families despite the challenges they face clinically,  
financially and socially. The courage of the surgical 
team to take on these little patients and provide the 
support they do to both the children and their families is 
the spirit of charity itself.

Of course, the COVID-19 pandemic has changed the healthcare environment and our protocol and procedures to 
ensure the safety of our little patients, their carers and of course our volunteers as well. We all continue to learn 
and adapt to keep our important work happening.

Cont. from page 1

Everyone 
shares the 
joy when our 
patients are 
discharged 
after surgery



We are extremely fortunate to have such a skilled interdisciplinary team including not only plastic and neuro- 
surgery but also other allied health professionals like orthodontia. ORHA is proud that our NAM (nasoaveolar 
moulding) program which began in 2014 and now entering its 10th year is continuing to benefit our little patients 
like baby Eesha seen here. The orthodontic intervention can not be done on a fly in and fly out basis as it requires 
consistent review of the patient and adjustment of the orthodontic device to bring the tissues into a more normal 
position to facilitate not only the closure of the defect but a more aesthetic result.

As always, we must give credit to Dr Taps Gurango and her team for their care and professionalism in carrying out 
this work in partnership with ORHA for these very brave children. 

Little Eesha before cleft lip and palate surgery, with NAM orthodontic device and smiling with Mum post-operatively

Continuing Cleft Care Program
The Continuing Cleft Care (CCC) Program has continued to operate 
under the leadership of ORHA Directors Ben Mead and Dr Gerald 
Abesamis. In mid-2022, hospital admissions in public health at our 
partner hospital, Ospital Ng Munitinlupa began requiring certification 
of need via social work reports and patient status verification of need 
by Philhealth (Philhealth, The Philippine Health Insurance Corporation 
was created in 1995 to implement universal health coverage in the 
Philippines). 
ORHA had to make a decision at that time to either pay admissions, 
which would be very costly or to implement a social work program 
into our administration. Via The Mead Foundation which is run by our 
Director Ben Mead and which is involved in various other charitable 
initiatives, we were able to successfully incorporate social work into 
this program.   
Thank you Ben & Gerald and Jobelle Yap and EMJ Diaz who work 
throughout the year on the ground to make this program possible.

CCC Cleft Palate Patient
(Above) Social Work Home Visit  
(Bottom, Left to Right) Surgery,  
Going Home from Hospital, Post-op  
Appointment with Dr Gerald Abesamis



A Special Thanks to our Sponsors

THE MILL HOUSE FOUNDATION
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Design: 
astridwehling.com.au

We wouldn’t normally be involved with the excision of a cyst 
to the knee but it was for Jhessairin aka “Sai Sai” who is one 
of our two girls with oromandibular hypogenesis syndrome 
who ORHA/MGCF have cared for since they were toddlers.

Both girls have been struggling with prosthetic legs as they 
are growing rapidly and have trained themselves to walk and 
walk well on the legs that they have. 

Unfortunately, Sai Sai developed a painful cyst which had to 
be excised. Prosthetic limbs may be considered again later. 

Both girls continue to do well in school.

Donation of  
Medical Equipment 
& Supplies
We continue to provide medical supplies and  
equipment not just to our programs but to our  
partners for relief work whenever available.

We are very excited about a donation of some 
high quality new surgical instruments from 
Specialist Medical Supplies who have been long 
term supporters of ORHA. 

All equipment and supply donations which are  
not directly used for ORHA programs for cleft  
and craniofacial surgery 
continue to be directed 
through the Pahinungod 
charity to medical  
charities and public health 
facilities in areas of need 
in the Philippines. 


